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Community Support

Even Start Family Literacy Programs are supported by the community.
Even Start funds are matched by local communities to provide the full array of
family literacy services. Texas programs receive local share contributions for
adult literacy and ESL, early childhood assessment and intervention services,
facilities and school district transportation.

The most frequently reported sources of local share include Title | Part A, adult
education funds through the Workforce Investment Act, private foundations,
local school districts, non-profit organizations, corporations, other state and
federal grants and Head Start/Early Head Start.
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Even Start brings returns on your investment.

The Even Start Family Literacy Program is designed to break the cycle of
poverty and low literacy in families. Even Start provides services and
support to at-risk families so they can be successful at work, at school and
in their communities. In Even Start, children and their parents learn
together.

What makes Even Start unique? Even Start is a one-stop family
intervention program. Parents learn that they are their children's first and
most important teachers. Parents acquire basic skills, including English and
life skills, and have the opportunity to earn a high school credential. They
learn how to be educational role models for their children and learn
strategies to support their children’s learning. Even Start provides a rich
early childhood education for children age birth through 7 while their parents
attend basic skills and life skills classes. Children and parents learn
together through interactive literacy activities at school and at home.

The state of Texas is committed to Even Start as a way to ensure that all
children enter school ready to learn. Research has shown that preschool
children who are enrolled in Even Start for three months or more score
significantly higher on developmental tests than newly enrolled children.
The more their parents participate in Even Start, the higher the children
score.

The State of Texas Even Start program achieved 15 of 16
required quality indicators, thereby earning a rating of Commended
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Children’s Achievements Parents' Achievements

Even Start parents attend classes in English as a second language or
Adult Basic Education. See how our parents did last year compared to
Texas standards in Reading, Language, Math, Oral ESL, and ESL Literacy
skills (as measured by the TABE or BEST/BEST Plus).

School readiness is a major objective of the
Even Start Program. Children ages 0-3 years
are screened for developmental delays and
referred to local agencies when appropriate.
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